
[image: image1.emf]
‘A unique family in faith, love and learning’

Religious Education POLICY 

Reviewed: January 2024
Next review: January 2025

RE Policy
‘A unique family in faith, love and learning.’

Mission Statement

As part of the catholic community of Christ the Redeemer Parish we believe that God must be at the very heart of our school.  We aim to provide the best quality education for every child through home, school and parish partnership.  With God’s help we love, care and respect one another and reach out to others.  We celebrate and value the unique talents of every member of our community and share relationships based on the principles of our faith.

At St Bernard’s, we believe that the Catholic Faith is at the heart of everything we do.  This is reflected through our Mission Statement and Vision Statement, the tag line of the Mission Statement is visible in school and known by the children. 
Intent
The primary purpose of Catholic Religious Education is to come to know and understand God.  Religious Education helps the pupil to search for meaning, value and purpose in life. Through his or her understanding of this search, the child is helped towards a deeper awareness of their identity enabling him/her to grow and develop freely in a world of different beliefs and values.  

Religious Education is a core subject in the Catholic school.  It is planned, taught, assessed and monitored with the same rigour as other core curriculum subjects.

The outcome, at St Bernard’s is to have religiously literate and engaged young people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect spiritually, think ethically and theologically, so that the child is not simply learning about religion but they are learning from it.
Implementation
Our curriculum has been developed using the Age-Related–Expectations for each year group. Lessons have been carefully planned to meet the expectations. The curriculum has been developed using scripture and ideas from ’The Way, The Truth and the Life’ and carefully enhanced with other relevant resources and ideas. The curriculum is supported further by Caritas themed lessons (CARITAS programme on the Church’s social teaching) every half term.
The school recognises the crucial responsibility of educating the children in the Catholic Faith.  The structured Religious Education lessons incorporate the Age-related expectations for each year group and this has been carefully mapped out.
Children are assessed using the Age-Related-Expectations relevant to their year group. Assessment is on-going throughout each unit and teachers plan lessons to allow children children to achieve their fullest potential.
In line with the Diocese recommendations, 10% of the allocated curriculum time is given to Religious Education.  This does not include Prayer & Liturgy.
Monitoring of teaching and learning is achieved through lesson observations and book scrutiny.  Each teacher maintains an ongoing record of their pupil’s progress and samples of pupil work is kept for each year group.  Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to parents/carers in a written report, at the end of each academic year.  
Impact
At St Bernard’s we aim to lead the children towards a deeper understanding of the teachings of the Church through a comprehensive study of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ,  the relationship between faith and life and the central beliefs that Catholics hold. We try to develop in the children, the skills and attitudes necessary to allow reflection and examination of beliefs.  We hope to instil in all pupils, a sense of community bound together by the gifts of Faith and love and foster a respect for other faiths, cultures and traditions.

The school in partnership with parents and parish, to develop and nurture the Catholic faith of our children. We strive to bring pupils to a fuller understanding and knowledge of the Roman Catholic tradition. We seek to achieve this through celebrating whole school masses, Prayer and Liturgy Reflections with parents , Nativity plays and Holy Week celebrations.  Each class has the opportunity to visit St Ethelbert’ church enabling them to further their links with the parish community.  We also nurture links with other Primary and Secondary Schools in the Bolton area through BOCSCEP (Bolton Catholic Schools Education Partnership)  The school also has prayer focus corners in every classroom and around the school.  The children have the opportunity to write prayer requests, which are used during assembly time.  Enrichment days take place every half term for the Caritas in Action, we have regular CAFOD assemblies and visits from the parish priest.
St Bernard’s now have an established Gift Team from Year 5 and 6.  They all have a leading role in the religious life of the school. The purpose of our Gift Team is to promote friendship, love and respect in school and the wider community and uphold the mission statement.  The role and responsibilities of the Gift Team is to support prayer and worship across the school, meet with staff and pupils on a regular basis and support local charities.  
At St Bernard’s we have high expectations of all our pupils.  We aim to provide opportunities for all pupils to achieve, including those with Special Educational Needs, disabilities and those from all social and cultural backgrounds. 

Sacramental Programme

Children entering Year 3 at St Bernard’s, who are baptised Catholics, are invited by the Parish of St Ethelbert’s to prepare for, and celebrate, the two Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  These Sacraments along with Confirmation at High School, complete the process of Initiation, which began with Baptism. 

They Sacramental Programme relies on a collaborative partnership between home, school and parish to provide the best environment for children to grow in their understanding of the faith and how to live it.  Children (and Parents) are expected to attend meetings at St Ethelbert’s Church throughout the Sacramental Journey, in order to prepare fully for the Sacraments the children are going to receive. 
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