


‘A unique family in faith, love and learning’




Prayer & Liturgy POLICY 









Reviewed: January 2024

Next review: January 2025

St Bernard’s RC Primary School
Prayer and Liturgy Policy
‘A Unique Family in Faith, Love and Learning’

Christ is central to every aspect of school life at St Bernard’s.
We aim to be a loving family community which is in inspired by the life of Christ and the teachings of the Church, rooted in Gospel values. We hope that from the minute you enter our school you clearly see and feel that we are a Catholic community. Acts of worship may take place at any time during the day. It may take the form of a single act of worship with the whole school community or separate acts of worship in school/class groups. Prayer and Liturgy in our school is an integral part of our ethos, aims and relationships, as Christian values permeate all aspects of school life and all relationships. It is a way of deepening our relationship with God together and individually. 
Our Aims
• To develop an awareness and understanding of the presence of God in each individual child’s life and to encourage a personal response to that presence 
• To allow each child to develop their conscience and make sound moral judgements based on commitment to following Christ
 • To offer opportunities to deepen their faith and foster attitudes of care and respect for each other 
• To live, experience and understand the Liturgical life of the Church through the Liturgical Year together with Solemnities and Feast days 
• To promote sacramental life of Christian families and to encourage parents to take an active part in the preparation of their children for the sacrament of Holy Communion
• To foster school-parish links to ensure that our children remain exposed and committed to the Catholic faith experiencing liturgy and worship beyond and realms of the school curriculum 
• To enable each child to plan, participate and respond to liturgy and worship Understanding of the Liturgical Calendar We ensure that pupils are aware of the Liturgical Calendar and key events in the Church. The symbolism of colours is made clear from the earliest days in our school: purple for penance (seen during Advent and Lent), red for Holy Spirit and martyrdom (seen at Pentecost), white, gold for important feasts, green for the ordinary times of the year, blue is associated with Mary.
Each act of worship follows the four-fold action of Gather, God’s Word, Respond and Mission (being sent forward with a Mission based on the worship we have participated in).
Our Prayer & Liturgy takes many different forms: 
· We gather together as a school community for whole school Prayer and Liturgy on a Monday. This worship is led by Mrs Doodson based on the Gospel reading from the previous Sunday. 
· Pupils are given the responsibility of planning, delivering and evaluating acts of Prayer and Liturgy. The expectation is that this takes place in every class, every week.
· Our GIFT Team provide ‘Worship Wednesday’ where they speak to children in KS1 and KS2 about Sunday’s Gospel and complete activities to support the understanding of the Word
· We pray together regularly as a staff and with Governors

Children from each class plan and organise at other times throughout the year. Legal Requirements Prayer and Liturgy is a legal daily requirement which is distinct from curriculum time. 
At St. Bernard’s, we ensure that Prayer and Liturgy is inclusive to all members of the school community. Pupils with SEND are supported and encouraged to participate fully in all everything. 
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